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of their wounds should be written up in gold
letters; that their wives should be placed in
the front seats; that the seating of the soldiers
should be according to the degree of their bravery
in the field and that those who had shown any
cowardice should be given "the lowest place in
the church, far back against the wall/' The
idea was extravagant of course but that a man
like Grolman could cherish it shows how the
whole conception of what the army was and
what it might be expected to accomplish had
changed

Of what use, one may ask, was all this en-
thusiasm for military reform when by the terms
of the convention concluded with Napoleon in
September, 1808, the army might not, for ten
years to come, number more than 42,000 men?
What could such a handful accomplish against
Napoleon's hundreds of thousands? Scharnhorst,
especially, who had become an expert in ruses,
had laboured with this problem and had found the
solution. While outwardly conforming to Na-
poleon's conditions he nevertheless long eluded
the vigilance of the French. The numbers were
always the same, but not the men! A considerable
portion of the youth of the land gained at least
the rudiments of military training by spending
a month in camp while those already trained
were given leave of absence. Those who came
for this short time worked doubly hard at the
simple tasks assigned them: to move at command,